[Autism spectrum disorders in children and adults: the experience of reserches from different countries].
Current studies on the development autism spectrum disorders (ASD) at different ages are reviewed. The review highlights the increasing interest to this problem and converging positions of researchers from different countries, encouraged by the development of international and other classifications of mental diseases, on the terminology, classification and prevalence of ASD in children. An important feature of the present stage is to draw attention to an understudied problem of ASD in adults, including elderly, and provision of medical and social care to these patients.